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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Paper 101/3 is intended to test the candidate’s ability to communicate in writing. Communication is established at different levels of intelligibility, correctness, fluency, pleasantness and originality. Linguistic competence shown by the candidate should carry most of the marks. Examiners should not hesitate to use the full range of marks for each essay. It is important to determine first how the essay communicates and in which category A B C or D it fits.

D CLASS 
The candidate does not communicate at all. His/her language ability is so minimal that the examiner practically has to guess what the candidate wants to say. The candidates fails to fit English words he /she know into meaningful sentences. The subject is glanced at or distorted. Practically no punctuation. All kinds of errors. “Broken English “.

D-(01-02)
Chaotic. Little meaning whatsoever. Question paper or some words from it simply copied.

D (03)

Flow of thought almost impossible to follow. The errors are continuous.

D+ (04-05)
Although English is often broken and the essay is full of errors of all types, we can at least guess what the candidate wants to say.

C CLASS (06-10) The candidates communicates understandably but only more or less clearly. They are not confident with their language. The subject is often undeveloped. There may be some digressions. Unnecessary repetitions are frequent. 

C (06-07)
The candidate finds it difficult to communicate his/her ideas. He/ She is seriously hampered by very limited knowledge of structure and vocabulary. This results in many gross errors of agreement, spelling, misuse of prepositions, tenses, verb agreement and sentence construction.

C (08)
The candidate communicates clearly but not with consistent clarity. Their linguistic abilities are very limited, they cannot avoid frequent errors in sentence structure. There is little variety or originality. 

C +(09-10)
The candidate communicates clearly but in a flat and uncertain manner. Simple concepts and sentence forms are often strained. There may be an overuse of clichés, unsuitable idioms. Proverbs are misquoted or misinterpreted. The flow is still jerky. There are some errors of agreement, tenses, spelling.

B CLASS
This class is characterized by greater fluency and ease of expression. The candidate demonstrates that they can use English as a normal way of expressing himself/ herself. Sentences are varied and usually well-constructed. Some candidates become ambitious and even over- ambitious. There may be items of merit of the one word or one expression type. Many essays in this category may be just clean and unassuming, but they still show that the candidate is at ease with the language. There may be a tendency to under mark such essays

B-(11-12)
The candidate communicates fairly and with some fluency. There may be little variety in sentence structure. Gross errors are still found occasionally. This must not be over punished by the examiner.

B (13)
The sentences are varied but rather simple and Straightforward. The candidate does not strain himself in an effort to impress. There is a fair range of vocabulary and idioms. Natural and effortless. Some items of merit. Economy of language.

B+ (14-15) 
The candidate communicates his ideas pleasantly and without strain. There are errors and slips. Tenses, spelling and punctuality are quite good. A number of items of merit of the “whole sentence” or the “whole expression” type. 

A CLASS 
The candidate communicates not only fluently, but attractively, with originality and efficiency. He/ she has the ability to make us share his/ her deep feelings, emotions and enthusiasms. He/ she expresses himself /herself freely and without visible constraint. The script gives evidence of maturity, good planning and often humour. Many items of merit indicate that the candidate has complete command of the language. There is no strain, just pleasantness, clever arrangement, felicity of expression.

A- (16-17)
 The candidate shows competence and fluency in using the language. He/ she may lack imagination or originality which usually provide the “spark” in such essays. Vocabulary, idiom, sentence structure, links, variety are impressive. Gross errors are very rare.

A (18 )
Positive ability. A few errors that are felt to be slips. The story or argument has a definite impact. No grammar problem. Variety of structures. A definite spark. Many margin ticks. 

A+(19-20 )
The candidate communicates not only information and meaning but also and especially the candidate’s whole self: his/ her feelings, tastes, point of view, youth and culture. This ability to communicate his /her deep self may express itself in many ways, a wide range of effective- vocabulary, original approach, vivid and sustained account in the case of a narrative, and well developed and ordered argument in the case of a debate or discussion. Errors and slips should not deprive the candidate of the full marks he/ she deserves .

1.
Creative Composition and Essays Based on The Set Texts:  
    20 marks

a) Write a story beginning, “Screams of sirens rented the air……
b)
Write a composition that explains the problems of adolescence

2.
The Compulsory Set Text:

Fathers of Nations:







20 marks

Misfortunes never come singly. Basin your illustrative details on Professor Kimani’s experiences, write an essay in support of this statement.

 At times life is simply not fair. One may experience one problem and just before it is solved, a series of other problems crop up from nowhere making life very difficult. Such is the experience that professor Kimani, just like with many human beings go through in Fathers of Nations.
The infamous global recession leads to low wages and high cost of living for civil servants like Professor Kimani. Members of parliament who used to earn less than professors now started earning a hundred times more than professors. While professors’ salaries were taxable, MPs exempt themselves from paying taxes. We find a whole professor having a meal in a low-end restaurant with his daughter Tuni. The professor can only afford an old dying Toyota while MPs like Walomu own up to four vehicles. To make matters worse, Professor Kimani gets challenges from his wife which compels him to quit teaching to seek greener pastures. For Prof. Kimani one problem seem to invite other problems and challenges in his life.
 Professor Kimani is faced with pecuniary embarrassment which end up causing the demise of his daughter Tuni. Due to his low financial status, he cannot keep his old Toyota in shape and this leads to his daughter using public means.  Kimani is forced to tell the daughter the truth after unsuccessfully fumbling for an answer as to why she cannot use their Toyota which is down again and he only hope to repair it when he gets his next salary. Professor Kimani’s wife who used to see him as a young man with a promising future and going places, now saw him, just like his car, as an old man going nowhere. When Tuni uses public means, she is involved in a fatal accident and his wife blames him for the loss of their daughter which is quite unfortunate.
 The strain in the relationship between Professor, Kimani and his wife takes a nose dive After the daughter’s death, the two are inconsolable for six months. We would have expected them to come to terms with the loss but instead, we find Asiya suddenly loathing him. Whenever he attempted to touch her, she would jump back and shrink away and he is forced to stay away. To make matters worse, their once lovely communication was reduced to wordless nods and wordless smiles.  The mother continues mourning until one morning when he drops the bombshell. She told him she was leaving him, adding salt to injuries.
 More problems force themselves into professor Kimani’s life as his financial woes lead finally leads to the separation between him and his wife.  They had lived together for over thirty years, yet she leaves him barely six months after the demise of their daughter as his wife did not have the desire to live with him any longer. The wife had earlier opened some wounds when she had openly suggested that he went out to seek some greener pasture She makes it even worse by comparing him with Walomu  a former colleague turned politician who now had four cars. Asya continue mocking him for not having any money. His effort to convince his sixty-year-old wife to stay with him failed and she leaves him the next morning adding loneliness to his financial woes.

 Newborm Walomu, apart from stealing professor Kimani’s wife, adds insults to injury when he mocks him even when the professor confronted him for stealing his wife. Kimani wonders what good his wife is to the MP but feels the question degrades not only himself but also his wife. All along, Newborn Walomu is rocking proudly in his chair as he narrates his spouse stealing tactics and statistics citing a Texas professor who said that 17% of Americans, 30% of Britons and 40% of Greeks are spouse stealers. He taunts him even more by saying that Asya is old and that old is gold. This irks professor Kimani so much   that he takes a three swing at Walomu , misses each time, loses balance and falls. Kimani ends up getting arrested. Kimani is charged with assaulting an Mp and sentenced to six months in prison from where he comes out utterly dejected and has even loses his job at the university.
In conclusion, it is worth noting that when it rains, it pours. We must therefore be ready to confront any challenges that life brings our way as life is not always a bed of roses.

3.
The Optional Set Text:

 The Silent Song and Other Stories:




 20 marks

a)
The inescapable reality of fate cannot be underestimated. With close reference to the story Ivory Bangles, write an essay to support this assertion.
 All aspects of life are controlled by forces beyond human understanding and at times, fate has a lot to do with what happens to people every day. This is well brought out in the story, Ivory Bangles as witnessed by the death of the old woman.
 The aspect of fate starts off when an old man by chance notices blood specks on the liver of a goat that he had slaughtered and the seer that he consults divines that his wife, whom he had never beaten shall die. The old man had never raised a finger on his wife .He gets worried and anxious. The only remedy according to tradition was to give his loving wife a thorough beating and send her to her parents. He tries to plead for an alternative way to appease the spirits but as fate would have it, there is no other way. 
Superstition and a strong belief in traditions have a strong control on the people’s lives. This has made all aspects of life to be dictated by tradition. The idea that seers and traditional medicine men have a role to play in the people’s lives is proven by the sudden death of the old man’s beloved wife. When the spirits demand so, then the person in question must do as prescribed by tradition or suffer the consequences.
As chance and fate would have it, the old man and his loving wife live near a forest teaming with wild animals including elephants. Just as it is today, communities that live near the forest must contend with the inevitable human animal conflict just like the case with the elephant invasion in the story. This sometimes ends in death, unfortunately, as witnessed by the death of the old woman who was trampled to death by an elephant. As fate would have it, she went to her garden near the forest, strangely ignoring the warning that the elephants were around.
 The inescapable reality of the influence of man’s life by fate comes out clearly when we realize that the old man really loved the wife and they had what seemingly looked like a perfect marriage. The old man is instructed to beat his wife and send her back to her parents but he ignores this as he does not have the guts to do it. As fate would have it, the wife is destined to die as the couple have no way of cheating the spirits. Her so-called ingenious plan to fake a beating does not safe her from fate and she ends up perishing in a painful way.
In conclusion, it is evident that our lives at times are controlled and manipulated by powers beyond our control. When fate catches up with human beings, there is no escape. All that people should do is do their best and hope and pray for the best. 

3b).  
An Artist of The Floating World:

Our past experiences can either be a blessing or a hindrance to future success. Basing your illustrative details on’’ An Artist of The Floating World, ‘’write an essay in support of this assertion.

The past can negatively influence one’s future progress as brought out in the marriage negotiations between Noriko and Jiro. The negotiations fail mainly because of mistakes that Masuji had made during the war.

·   Shintaro’s involvement in the China Poster Crisis haunts him later in his life, when the administration of Higashimachi High School insists on a clearance letter that absorbs him from blame in the said saga.

· Masuji and Matsuda as well as their kinfolks are maligned for their past doings during the war.  In fact, they are considered war criminals because they had stood by their nation when it was under attack.

·  Masuji’s parents attempt to dissuade him from advancing his love for art as a career, become the flame that fires up his passion for the art and eventually proves him wrong.

·  Failure of the first marriage negotiations between Noriko and Jiro, serves as a warning for the Masujis to be extra careful with the proceeding marriage negotiation.

· Masuji’s past serves him well when the Akira Sugimura daughters prefer their house to be handed over to a person of good character and notable achievement.

 3c).  
Parliament of Owls
A tyrannical regime is characterized by extreme exploitation of the citizens.  With illustrative details from Parliament of Owls, write an essay the expounds on this statement.

· All birds are expected to contribute a daily ‘moonlight tax’ to enable the great parliament of Owls to spend longer hours supervising and taking the roll call.

·  The day birds are given the option of baptizing the new tax as tithe, if they did not like the term tax.

·   The authorities that be, put it that birds that hammer on trees would pay a fee allegedly as a way of conserving the environment. 

·  The day birds are told that the tax would be used to enhance their safety and that part of it would be used to feed the sick and old birds which was just a cover-up.
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